Learning Experience Plan: PRESCHOOL SAMPLE
Study Topic: Science and Weather
Name of Experience: Weather Matching
Learning Domains: Science, Weather & Interpretation of Symbols
Age Group: 2 ½ - 3 ½ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Essential Question about the Study Topic:
Why is it important to know the different weather signs, the signs representing them and their meaning?
Learning Goals and Objectives: 
A.EL.2 Understand the different weather signs and their meanings.
C.EL.2 Understand the concept that different symbols and signs represents different weather patterns.
Assessment of Learning Targets:
The children will have successfully met the learning targets when they can:
1. Study Topic Target: Correctly interpret the weather by looking at the different weather signs.
2. WMELS Target 1: Identify different weather types by looking at the different weather signs.
3.  WMELS Target 2: Match the words SUNNY, RAINY, WINDY, and CLOUDY with the appropriate images.
Grouping and Placement:
· Small Individualized Group of children with similar needs (3-6 children.
· Games and toys.
Differentiation:
1. For children struggling to identify the emotion on the card: Take them outdoors and identify the current type of weather.
2. For children on track: Ask the guided question, “Which is the current weather today?”
3. For children who are ready for an extension: Allow the children to predict the current type of weather. Ask the guided question, “Tell me why you think that is the type of weather?”
Materials Needed:
· Laminated duplicate images of different types of weather including SUNNY, RAINY, WINDY, and CLOUDY.
· 1 large basket for game storage with four smaller baskets labeled SUNNY, RAINY, WINDY, and CLOUDY.
· Laminated word cards SUNNY, RAINY, WINDY, and CLOUDY.
· Books: Rain by Erin Edison and The Wind Blew by Pat Hutchins.
Introduction:
In a larger group during the introduction of the study read the books Rain by Erin Edison and The Wind Blew by Pat Hutchins. Allow the children to identify some of the weather patterns discussed in the books. Encourage the use of weather-related words such as rain, sun, wind and clouds. Share with the children the new matching game that will be in the toys and games area of the classroom.  Allow the children to identify some of the weather types on the game cards.
Procedure:
This experience can be done individually by children or in a small individualized group for purposes of assessment:
1. Invite a small individualized group of children play the matching game with you.
2. Allow the children to play the game and find matches.
3. While children are matching the images ask guided questions such as “What is the weather today” “What was the weather yesterday?”
4. Leave game in the interest area during the course of the study to allow for free play opportunities.
Closure: 
Once all the matches have been identified ask the children to sort the images into the baskets labeled SUNNY, RAINY, WINDY, and CLOUDY.



